Trees and their architecture

16th – 19th March 2010, Montpellier, France.

Key opportunity to take part in this internationally renowned course in English!

	From the architectural unit to the senescent tree.
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· This subject deserves an in-depth study, and where better than in Montpellier with the team of scientists founded by Francis Hallé and Roelof Oldeman, who initiated this field of tree biology in the 1970’s? You will meet with a team of enthusiastic scientists, capable of talking to field people, and who will be able to answer many of your questions.  

· When one observes the crown of an old tree in good health, it is striking to note such a highly organised structure. Each one of the thousands of branches are located exactly where they are meant to be and nowhere else! How is it that the tree crown is so highly organised? Why do the branches not just grow in all directions? 
· Architecture is a remarkable tool for tree diagnosis. Tree disorders resulting from environmental stresses or biological agents usually bring about visible changes and disorganization in the ramified structure (root problems in particular).

· A knowledge of tree architecture helps in choosing which branches to remove (if branches must be removed), without disturbing the natural development of the tree. Thus knowledge of tree architecture is of fundamental importance in pruning operations.
General objectives of the workshop

· Learn how a tree builds its crown from birth to death

· Learn how to use the architectural analysis as a diagnostic tool for evaluating tree health and phase of development and reactive potential

· Learn how to use the architectural analysis for successful tree pruning
CONTACT Vikki.forbes@pro-natura.net if you are interested in attending this course or for more information 

To keep costs as low as possible I have a total price for running the course which I propose we split between the number of delegates (which if we fill the course will be approx 550 Euro per person).  This does not include travel, accommodation or food.  There is however a relatively cheap hotel within walking distance. 

